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Cheers! Early start to 2018 


As the clock strikes midnight in Karachi, Pakistan, children enjoy a New Year’s Eve balloon 
drop at Chabot Space and Science Center in Oakland on Sunday. The science institute’s fes- 
tivities were designed to bring midnight madness to younger audiences. The event was just 
one of scores around the Bay Area to mark the end of 2017 and ring in 2018. See story, C1. 


CryptoKitties, the new Beanie Babies, 
have digital-currency world purring 


By Jason Fagone 


Russ Smith started buying digital 
cats in late November. He’d heard 
about a new game, CryptoKitties, 
that allowed people to buy, sell and 
breed collectible kittens using the 
core technologies behind cryptocur- 
rencies like bitcoin and ether. 


The kittens were made of code. 
They existed only online. Yet each 
was guaranteed to be one of a kind, 
with a unique digital fingerprint; in 
theory, when you bought one, you 
owned it forever, same as a baseball 
card or a Beanie Baby. Smith, a San 
Francisco programmer who runs a 
machine-learning company and 


invests in early-stage startups, 
found this concept of digital collect- 
ibles exciting instead of crazy — a 
glimpse, he believed, of the future 
of money. 

“Tve been a big believer since 
day zero,” he said. “I think this is a 
big part of where we're going” as a 

CryptoKitties continues on A7 


Medical 
pot users 


may need 
state IDs 


Dispensaries being 
cautious over new law 


By Dominic Fracassa 


Uncertain about new regulations gov- 
erning the sale of marijuana, some dispen- 
sary operators say that starting Monday 
they won’t sell medical cannabis to cus- 
tomers if they’re equipped merely with a 
referral from a local 


doctor. INSIDE 
Instead, to avoid the What you 
possibility of breaking need to know 
the law, some dispensa- about the 
ries will now require launch. A6 
aa marijuana pa- ONLINE 
ients to present a state- 
sanctioned identification Read more: 
card issued by the Cali- www.green 
fornia Department of state.com 
Public Health. 
Alfredo Vela Chiu, 


manager of the Shambhala Medical Can- 
nabis Collective, expects that most of his 
patrons will be recreational buyers once 
those sales start in the city as soon as Jan. 
6. Legal recreational sales are set to begin 
Monday morning at about 65 outlets in 
Medical continues on A6 


Why DUI 

law is hazy 
on driving, 
marijuana 


By Jenna Lyons 


Melanie Brinegar smelled of marijuana, 
so a Colorado police officer asked her to 
get out of her vehicle. On the one-legged 
stand, a routine part of field sobriety tests, 
she lost her balance after 28 seconds, 
when she needed to go 30. A drug recog- 
nition evaluation that included looking at 
her vital signs went worse. 

Then a blood analysis showed she had 
19 nanograms per milliliter of THC in her 
system, several times the 5 nanogram 
threshold of the psychoactive ingredient 
in marijuana that a Colorado jury could 
use to infer she was impaired behind the 
wheel. 

But she wasn’t, a jury found. Brinegar 
was acquitted of driving under the influ- 
ence of marijuana after her 2014 arrest 

Driving continues on A6 
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Raiders fire coach Jack Del Rio 


after loss ends 6-10 season. 
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11 designs build on S.F. architecture 


If there was a common 
theme to San Francisco 
architecture in 2017 — the 
structures built or brought 
back to life — it’s that with 
money, all things are pos- 
sible and that the city’s ills 
can be tackled in part by 
thoughtful design. 

So don’t look at what 


bestofist. JOHN 
KING 


It’s not. Rath- 
er, it’s a sub- 

jective survey Place 
of 10 build- 

ings and one public space 
that speak to the San Fran- 
cisco of today. The map is 
in flux and the economy is 
strong, but the underlying 
problems are as daunting 
as ever. 


1338 Filbert St.: San 
Franciscans love to pre- 
serve old buildings and 
our overheated economy 
means that just about any- 
thing can be saved. Here, 
four dilapidated but land- 
mark cottages built in 1907 


have been restored with 


Santiago Mejia / The Chronicle 


meticulous taste and dis- 
creet additions by architect 
Jerome Buttrick. The land- 
scaped pathway by Marta 
Fry pays homage to artist 
Marian Hartwell, the one- 
time owner. The scene is so 


sedate you wouldn’t know 
opponents went to court to 
stop the project. The price 
of admission? The low-key 
quartet went on the market 
last summer with prices 
starting at $4 million each. 
King continues on A5 


A man walks past 844 
Lombard St. The home 
features a three-vehicle 
carport with slanted 
walls that form a stylized 
tribute to legendary 
hairpins two blocks to 
the west. 


